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DIVERTISSEMENT

By Alan
Fitzgerald

Piein

thesky
FLYING SAUCERS

OVER AUSTRALIA.By
James Holledge. Horwitz.
Price5/-.

ALTHOUGH people
have claimedto have

seen them for thousands

of years,I do not
believe

in ghosts.I do believe

in hallucinations,

therefore
I can accept

that todaypeople"see"
flyingsaucers.

To me the evidenceof their

existence— blurredphoto-
graphsand statutorydeclara-

tions— is no more
conclusive

than a misty photograph
of

"something"

at the footof a
creakingstaircasewhichis said
to provethe

existence

of a
restlessspiritworld.

But ghosts— unlikeflying
saucers— appearto havegone
out of fashion becauseit is the
Man from Mars and not
hideous hobgoblinsthat com-
mand the headlinestoday.

JamesHolledge,in what is
essentially

a scissorsand paste
effort,has nonethelesspro-
duceda handy paperbackon



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Saturday 5 February 1966, page 12 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105885605

this contemporaryphenomena,

evenif the proseis often

execrable ("contacteeswith
saucer crews claim").

The "startling,indisputable

evidence"which the cover
promisesto discloseis not
quitethat,of course.The
contents of the book are based
apparentlyon newspaperinter-
viewsin

Australia,
and reports

of some overseas sightings.

The
photographs

— exceptfor
the BerinaPass "landing"

are of whiteblobson dark
prints.

The firstflyingsaucerover
Australia— a bronze-topped

discwitha bluevapourtrail

— was sightedby one Fred
Beppsat Geelong,Victoriain
1950 at 3.30pm.Beforethe
year was out scores more
sightingsof "saucers","flying
poles",torpedoes","eggs"and
even

"tadpoles"
in the sky

were reported.They were dismissed

as weatherballoons,or
vaguelyput down to secret

American and Russian
weapons,while some people
were

uncharitable
enoughto

suggestthat the observerswere
undergoingdeliriumtremens.
When reportsof flyingobjects

continuedto flow in, according

to Holledge,the Australian

SecurityService drew
on scientistsfrom the radio
physics divisionof CSIROto

investigatethe sightings,while
the RAAF conductedits own
investigations,sending per-
sonnelalong to interview

peoplewho claimedto have
seen saucers.Neitherbody
has ever publishedits findings.

In 1954,our presentGovernor

General Lord Casey,
then Mr Casey,Ministerfor
ExternalAffairswrote to a

dailynewspaperand said that
he had discovereda "notice-

able
relationship"betweenthe

dateson whichpeoplesaw
flyingsaucersin Australiaand
the dateson whichthe earthstreams

passesthroughthe principal

meteoricstreams.
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But the reportscontinued

and whenaskedfor an opinion

the AustralianInstituteof
Psychologydescribedthe UFO
sightings

as "notso muchmass
hysteriaas collectiveillusion."

On July5, 1954two Yar-
rowlumla Shire Councillors

saw"a big
cigar,"

thesizeof a
motorcar witha vividgreen

flamebelchingfrom the tail
travellingnoiselesslyabout 20
miles south-eastof Canberra.

Canberra districtwas in the
news11 yearslateron July15
whentwo TAA pilotsand six
men in the airportcontrol

towersaw a
mysterious,

glow-
ing objectin thesky10 miles

northeastof the airportat
about5,000feet.They could

find no
satisfactory explan-

ationfor it
although

an un-
named Mt Stromloastronomer,

putit downto an
illusion

or a
mirage.

I findthe mosttellingflaw
in Holledge's"evidence"lies
in thatmanyof the

sightings

weremadeby peoplealone,or
in the companyof

friends,
in

areaswherethe objectsin the
sky wouldhave been simul-

taneouslyvisibleto thousands.

Admittedlythe peoplewho
have formed themselvesinto

UFO committeesare sincerein
theirbeliefthat some gigantic

conspiracy
of silenceat gov-

ernmentlevelis
preventing

us
learningthe truthaboutour
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inter-planetaryvisitors,but
often their enthusiasmseems

to
outdistance

the boundsof
credulity.One "prominent

Sydney ufologist"convinced
himselfthattherewas a flying

saucer base in the Blue Moun-

tains,whilethe vice president

of another groupwenton to
say how appalledMartians

were at us poisoningourselves

with sodiumfluoridein our
drinkingwater!

Despitemy
resistance

to the
"evidence"containedin this

book I
appreciated

its docu-
mentationuntil ChapterNine
when Mr GeorgeAdamski
made his appearance.A
Polish-bornAmerican,founder

of a
mystical

cultin
California,

he claimsnot onlyto have
seen flyingsaucersbut to have
travelledin them.

Anotherexoticpersonin
thisstoryis Mr GeorgeKing,

a formerLondontaxi driver

who propagatesthe teachings

of the CosmicMasters.He

and his followersin the
Aetherius Society(modestsub-
scription)believethat Mars
observationcraft are circling

the earthto radiatespecial

spiritualenergyto improveour
characterand disposition. This
energyis pickedup by
AetheriusMembers atop
selectedmountainsand passed
on to the restof us. In 1960
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Mr King "charged"Mount
Kosciuskobut knowingwhat I
do of ski

instructors

and girls

in chalets, I feel that Martian

spiritual energyis of re-
grettablylow voltage.

But the questionremainsas
to why the

sightings

of flying

saucers — or unidentified

flyingobjects(UFO)— has
become such a world-wide

phenomenon.That they have
increased considerablyover
the lastfiveyearsor so could

be
explained

as a resultof
nuclearanxiety,coupledwith
the imaginativetreatmentof
inter-planelaryadventurein
what has become,sincethe
firstSputnik,

a realspaceage.
The idea that Martiansor

Venusiansare visitingus to
preventa nuclearholocaust

couldbe put down to man's
feelingof

helplessness
in a

situation
over whichhe has no

controlwhich, togetherwith
the

lessening
of God as a

reality in the world,needsthe
substitutionof some super race

to act as an
intermediary

be-
tweenman and his fate.This
may soundtoo slicka
hypothesis

but it fitsour time.

In othertimeswhen subject to
other pressures,man has seen
hobgoblins, mermaids,monsters

and even angels.

If one day you lookup and
see a flyingsaucer, I suggest

you followProfessorMenzel's
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advice:"turnyour head from
sideto side:nod it up and
down.Take off your glasses,

cleanand replacethem.Move
towardsthe saucer and see if it
attemptsto evade:move away

and see if it followsyou.Stoop

down: climb a tree. Note
carefullywhat happensand

then repeatyour sequence."

Franklyif any rational

observeris watchingyour
behaviour thereis a good chance

thatyou willhe carted off to
Kenmore, saucer or not.


